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REVIEWS
PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF BACTERIOLOGY. By Mackie and
McCartnev. 1938. Fifth Edition. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone. Pp. 586.
Price 12s. 6d. net.
The new edition of Mackie and McCartney's "Practical Handbook of Bacteriology" shouli
be a very useful volume for the student of bacteriology and the laboratory worker. It is
divided into three sections, the first and third being devoted to immunology and general
bacteriology respectively. The more important phenomena of immunity and details of the
more commonly occurring bacteria are set out with great lucidity, and these sections will be
found of value to the junior student of bacteriology.
The middle section of the book deals with bacteriological technique, including the methods
of collecting specimens and of their examination, and a full account of the preparation of
culture media. The methods of performing the Wassermann test and its various modifica-
tions are described, and also the complement fixation tests.
In this new edition the methylene blue reduction method for the bacteriological testing of
milk is described, and the details of procedure given are those laid down by the Ministry of
Health in their recent report. The grouping of streptococci by the precipitation reaction is
dealt with, and the method of carrying out the test. Griffith's method of seriological typing
of streptococci is also described. A more detailed table for the identification of the food-
poisoning bacteria than that in the last edition, is given, and this will be found very useful.
Reference is made to the more recently identified types of pneumococci, to the Vi antigen in
B. typhosus, and to this oxidase reaction for the identification of gonococci in cultures. The
chapter on filterable viruses has been revised and enlarged and is particularly good.
The book is easy to read, and no doubt will be as popular as its previous editions with
student and practical worker.
SKELETON SKETCHES IN ILOOSE-LEAF FORM FOR STUDENTS IN
HUMAN ANATOMY. London: Garrett and Campbell, Ltd. Pp. 58, with
additional writing and tracing paper. Leather cover. Price 10s. 6d. Diagrams
alone : Series 1 (20 sheets), 2s.; Series 2 (27 sheets), 3s.; Series 3 (11 sheets),
2s.
The publishers are to be congratulated on an excellent idea, well carried out. Anyone who
has lectured to medical students knows how much attention, which might profitably be
devoted to the words of the lecturer, is distracted to the effort of copying and labelling a
complicated diagram, the result being ultimately both inaccurate and incomprehensible.
Messrs. Garrett and Campbell have produced a set of " skeleton sketches "-outline drawings
of bones, joints, and larger portions of the skeleton, on which the student can insert the
various muscles, related vessels, nerves, etc. The advantages are obvious: the student does
not waste time in producing an outline remotely resembling, say, the maxilla, and the outline,
being reasonably correct, can afterwarcls be compared with the actual bone withl some hope
of identifying the various structures.
The complete set consists of three series made up as follows : Series 1 shows indclividual
bones, each drawn from several aspects, e.g., hlumerus-anterior, posterior, and lateral views.
The various bony points may be labelled, and origins and insertions of muscles marked.
Series 2 shows two or more articulated bones, so that the complete course of muscles acting
on the different joints can be drawn-v in, and the relations of vessels, nerves, etc., may also be
shown. These sketches vary in complexity from outlines of humerus, radius, and ulna articu-
lated together, to a hemi-section of the whole skeleton. Series 3 comprises outline drawings
159of head, neck, and trunik, with bony framework lightly in(licated, allowiing viscera to be filled
in in their proper relations. Some transverse sections through the limbs are also included.
The complete set, perforated, and bound in a leather cover, together with blank writing
and tracing paper, costs 10s. 6d., and further supplies of writing and tracing paper perforated
to fit the cover may also be obtained. The only criticism which can reasonably be levelled at
the production is, that the limp cover necessitates a firm writing surface and that the book
would not rest satisfactorily on the usual inadequate ledge. The identity of the fourth sketch
on page six of the first series is not clear.
Apart from their time-saving function in the lecture-room, these drawings should be most
useful for revision. By indicating structures lying at different depths on separate sheets of
tracing paper superimposed on the bony framework, quite a stereoscopic effect is obtained,
and an excellent, individual atlas of anatomy can be constructed.
ELEMENTS OF SURGICAL DIAGNOSIS. By Sir Alfred Pearce Gould,
K.C.V.O., C.B.E., M.S., F.R.C.S. Eighth Edition. 1938. Revised by Eric Pearce
Gould, M.D., M.Ch., F.R.C.S. Cassell & Co. 10s. 6d. net.
Another reviewer has stated that this book will, on investigation, frequently prove to be
the cause of the bulge so often seen in the student's coat-pocket. Undoubtedly its handy size,
as compared with its larger and more profusely illustrated rivals, is a factor in its popu-
larity, but hardly the only one. Its subject matter is remarkably complete, and careful
methods of examination are everywlhere emphasised as the basis of accurate diagnosis. A
noteworthy omission, however, is the absence of any reference to comparative measurements
as a method of determining the presence and extent of muscular wasting in suspected joint
disease. An excellent series of X-ray plates has been introduced, and greater emphasis has
been laid in the text on X-ray methods and diagnosis. The book is not easy to read, a feature
which is hardly a fault, but is inherent in its method of treating the subject. It is a book to
be used at the bedside, and the student who uses it there consistently and conscientiously,
will undoubtedly develop sound methods and achieve diagnostic ability. This last edition has
been revised by the son of the original author.
BLACK'S MEDICAL DICTIONARY
His Majesty the King has been pleased to accept the 100,000th copy of
"Black's Medical Dictionarv." To mark the reaching of this total, on the publica-
tion of the fourteenth edition, copies were also presented to Sir Kingsley Wood,
Minister of Health, and to Mr. Walter Elliot, Secretary of State for Scotland,
who, like Dr. Comrie, the author of the " Dictionery," is the possessor of Scottish
medical degrees. A copy was also presented to Lord Nuffield, who wrote that the
gift was a particularly acceptable one, since by a coincidence he had just been
thinking of purchasing such a book.
Messrs. Adam & Charles Black first published the " Dictionary" in 1906. Since
then nineteen large impressions have been printed, and Dr. Comrie has revised
it for fourteen new editions. From a crown 8vo book of 850 pages, it has grown
to a demy 8vo volume of over 1,000 pages and 500 illustrations. This latest edition,
revised to October, 1937, incorporates the results of the most recent medical
a(lvances, and the latest available statistics.
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